

Form 1a - Check List
CHECK LIST FOR CANDIDACY

Preliminary Checklist:

· Communing member of a PCA church for 6 months (BCO 18-2)
· Session Certification Form (Form 3) mailed to the Chairman
· Confirm a member of the endorsing Session to attend the Candidates Meeting with you
· Application for Candidacy (Form 2 - TYPED) mailed to the Chairman according to the schedule below
· Written References (TYPED) from three (3) of your references on your application (one should be from your pastor unless he is the one who filled out the session certification form – another should be from your wife or fiancé if you have one). (Form 4)
· College Transcript mailed to the Chairman
· Recent photograph
· Complete the assigned reading (Required before meeting with Candidates Committee). You will be asked to summarize what you learned from these books.

Required Reading
A. Called to the Ministry, by Edmund Clowney
B. The Religious Life of Theological Students, by B. B. Warfield.
C. Westminster Confession of Faith.
D. Presbyterian Church in America Book of Church Order chapters 16-19.

Recommended Reading
A. The Reformed Pastor, by Richard Baxter.
E. The Christian Ministry, by Charles Bridges.
F. Preaching and Preachers, by D. Martin Lloyd-Jones.
G. The Preacher’s Portrait, by John R. W. Stott.
H. An All Around Ministry, by Charles Spurgeon.

Candidates Committee Meeting:

· All materials due to Candidates Committee Chairman according to the following schedule:
· To appear at the January meeting of Presbytery the documents are due the fourth Thursday of Nov.
· To appear at the April meeting of Presbytery the documents are due the fourth Thursday of February.
· To appear at the July meeting of Presbytery the documents are due the fourth Thursday of May.
· To appear at the October meeting of Presbytery the documents are due the fourth Thursday of August.
· Meet with the Candidates Committee on the third Thursday of the month (second Thursday in December) before the Presbytery Meeting at which you want to appear (if this date is moved the chairman will let you know)
· Currently the meetings are held at 6:30 PM at Roebuck Presbyterian Church (a member of the endorsing Session must attend with you).
· You will be examined on your Christian experience (testimony and on-going growth in grace), motives for seeking the ministry, as well as your fitness to be a candidate for the gospel ministry. Interviews take about 30-45 minutes and depending on the number of potential candidates, you may be there until 9:30 pm. 
· You will need to be at the meeting of Calvary Presbytery following the candidates committee meeting at which you appear at 9:00am. The Chairman will inform you of the location of the meeting. The January and July meetings of Presbytery are on the fourth Saturday, the April and October meetings are the fourth Thursday.

